
 

NEXT MEETING: - MONDAY, January 13th, 2019, AT 7:00 PM AT THE BAIRNSDALE CLUB 

Meetings are held on the 2ND Monday of each month (except Public Holidays (See calendar 

for 2020 dates). 

 

President’s Report 

At this time our thoughts and best wishes are with all those directly involved with fighting 

fires and those who have been affected by them, especially those who are around our 

lodge and support us in the Omeo area.  I have endeavoured to keep in touch with 

members in the at-risk areas. Matthew Daiziel, an active CFA member told me his house 

had been saved but neighbours were not so fortunate. Andrew Harding is actively involved 

with the CFA. Our sincere thanks are extended to all those supporting our communities. 

Planning for 2020 

Executive met on the 18th of November moved the following recommendations. 

• Colin Bellfield moved that the presentation of trophies be held prior to the AGM. 

Seconded by Ron Healey 

• Resolved by executive to get professional advice on the solar system at the Lodge 

• Resolved to canvas members on organised trips to New Zealand and Tasmania. An 

organiser for each activity is required/ 

• Guest speakers for club nights. Suggestions sought e.g. Graeme Dear 

• Canvas members regarding a family day or weekend during the fishing year. An 

organiser required. 

• Have an item at meeting regarding member’s welfare. 

• Ron Healey requires a succession plan for the position of treasurer to be 

implemented. 
Look forward to seeing everyone at our January meeting. 

 

John 
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In this Newsletter: Trevor’s NZ experience, Part 1 Leaders, 

Minutes and treasurers Report 



 

 

LEADER CONSTRUCTION PART 1 

Pick up any fly-fishing publication 

and you will find a tome of 

information on the next best fly rod 

and the line that will propel your fly 

effortlessly 80 feet up the pool. 

However, you will most probably 

not see much reference to the 

importance of the leader. 

 

We can look at the construction of 

the leader in three main parts: 

o butt 

o graduation 

o tippet 

The butt section is the heaviest and 

longest. 

 

The long heavy section will ensure 

the start of a smooth flow of 

energy, followed by short 

graduating strands that serve to 

step down leader diameter and, of 

course continue the flow of power 

generated through the line. Finally, 

a long tippet section will allow the 

fly to set down gently. 

 

If we were to start with the butt 

section too short or too light, we 

may well create a hinge effect at 

the juncture of the butt and fly line, 

point interrupting the power 

transmission and collapsing the 

leader making it impossible to turn 

it over well. (“I am sure we have all 

been there?”). If the taper is too 

gradual it limits the versatility and 

it will not be effective at varying 

distances. 

 

The ability of a given diameter to 

support and straighten the fly 

extends to about three hook sizes. 

Beyond that, the chances are the  

tippet will require alteration. As a 

rule, small fly requires long light 

tippets. Being small, the flies create 

little or no air resistance, but the  

proper long fine tippet used with 

them, is of itself somewhat air 

resistant. The final presentation is 

then, slow smooth and accurate. 

Larger flies with their increased 

hackle diameters are air resistant 

of themselves. Royal Wulff, 

Stimulator, Hopper and variants. 

This then leads us to a reasonable 

conclusion that certain sizes 

require a different tippet size. The 

following chart illustrates the 

relationship that we can expect to 

be satisfactory under all normal 

conditions. 

 

Chart showing Tippet to Hook Size 

 

TIPPET SIZE HOOK SIZE 

0X (.011”)   2 – 1/0 

1X (.010”)  4 – 6 - 8 

2X (.009”)   6 – 8 - 10 

3X (.008”)             10 – 12 – 14 

4X (.007”)              12  - 14 – 16 

5X (.006”)               14 – 16 -18 

6X (.005”)                16 – 18 – 20 -22 

7X (.004”)                18 – 20  - 22 -28 

 

No one leader length, or strength is 

versatile enough to cope with the 

changing seasonal and stream 

conditions that will be 

encountered. A variety of lengths 

and tapers, as well as additional 

tippet materials will be required. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DECEMBER IN NEW ZEALAND  

by Trevor Stow 

Each year Hubert Reichelt and I embark on a 2-week trip to the southern part of New 

Zealand. Over the past few seasons it is fair to say that the weather has been less 

than co-operative and this year was no different. Conditions in Southland, since the 

season opened, had been something like we experienced in Victoria. That is, mostly 

cold, sometimes wet and continually changing. 

 

We arrived in Gore on the last day of November and hooked up with Andrew 

Mossman. Andrew has been a regular in NZ for many years and is a very keen and a 

very good fisherman. He informed us that he had been there for 2 weeks and had 

some very ordinary fishing, particularly in the Mataura River. The river had been 

quite high for most of his trip however it had finally returned to a fishable level in the 

past few days. He left Gore to return home on the 6th December and told us that the 

final day that he had on the river was the best for the trip. He felt that the fish were 

finally “coming on”. Well I must tell you that they were not “on” for long. The next 

day the sky’s opened up and the river was once again in minor flood and quite 

discoloured.  

 

During our first week we concentrated on the smaller tributaries of the Mataura and 

the Pomahaka River. Streams such as the Waimea, Otamita, Waipahi, Waikaka, got 

most of our attention.  

Normally, by the beginning of December, the small streams are  

starting to get quite low, warm and weedy. However, this year, due to the cold 

spring, the small streams were mostly in good condition. 

 

Of course, the weather was less than perfect which adversely  

affected the fishing. Despite this we managed to get fish every day, although not in 

big numbers. What we lacked in numbers, we made up for in quality, landing a good 

number of browns in the 3 to 4-pound range as well as the usual 1 to 2 pounders. 

We found that the fish would sometimes look up and take a Parachute Adams in size 

16 but often they were more inclined to take the Bismarck nymph, in a similar size, 

subsurface. 

 

For our second week we decided to move north to Ranfurly and fish the Taieri River. 

This proved to be a good move as the weather was much better in Otago and the 

river was flowing nicely. The lower Taieri, below the dam, has received a lot of 

attention from the water catchment authority. They have removed all the willows 

that overhang the rivers. Some of the willows have completely gone whilst others 

have been “pruned” of the limbs that hang over the river. This has made access much 

easier however it will mean the end of the Willow Grubs for a while. 

 



We fished both the middle Taieri around Ranfurly and the upper Taieri at the Styx. 

Whilst the fishing wasn’t the best that we have ever seen, it was still quite good. We 

had one great day where we caught 11 browns up to 6 pounds. They were all rising 

fish. They were quite wary and not easy targets but lots of fun. They were mostly 

taken on the Bismarck, again in size 16. That evening, lower down in the river, we 

experienced quite a good rise. We did not work out what they were taking but we 

managed to fool a few around 2 pounds using a size 18 Parachute Adams. 

 

We flew out of NZ on the 13th December. Since then I have spoken to another fly 

fisherman who arrived on that date for 2 weeks. He experienced very wet and cold 

weather and did not do well. That is the way it has been in Southland this season. 

Let’s hope that it picks up during the upcoming months.  

 

 

 

 



 

BAIRNSDALE FLY FISHER CLUB INC.   4-Jan-20  

TREASURER’S REPORT For January 13, 2020  Meeting.      

Opening balance as at December 1, 2019     534.87  

Transactions from December 1 to December 31, 

2019        

Receipts Inc Transfers   205.04 739.91  

Payments  (Including Transfers) 172.36      

         

Reconciled Balance January 1, 2020     567.55  

     

Transactions since January 1, 2020     

Payments  Including A/c transfer   92.36   

Outstanding Cheques  0.00   

Deposits    0.00   

Cheque Account balance January 1, 2020  567.55   

Community Solutions Cash Reserve Account  7884.04   

TOTAL CLUB FUNDS   8451.59   

     

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT      

Bairnsdale Web Design (Website Hosting 2020)  150.00   

     

ACCOUNTS  PAID TO BE APPROVED     

     

     

Ron Healey     

Treasurer     

     

 

 

MINUTES of the November 11th MEETING OF THE BAIRNSDALE FLY FISHERS CLUB held  

at the Bairnsdale Club. 

PRESENT:-   John Scott (president) , John Roche, Phill Jones, Adrian Bond, Colin Belfield,  Matt 

Dalziel, Rob Carmichael, Ian Currie, Hardy Fandrich, Jim Comber, Christie Arras, Mick 

Rosenboom Jeff Johnson, Matt Cole, Rob Morecroft, Peter Hart. 

APOLOGIES Ron Healey, Phill Neilsen and Reg Biggs. 

. GUESTS: -    none 

VISITORS: - Rob Butler(2nd visit) Daryl Brew (3rd visit) 

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

Jim Comber moved and seconded by Rob Carmichael that the minutes of the previous 

meeting as published in the newsletter be accepted.  Carried 

BUSINESS ARISING  Nil 

 

 



TREASURERS REPORT Matt Dalziel moved, and John Roche seconded that the treasurers 

report as published in the club’s newsletter be accepted.     Carried 

 

CORRESPONDENCE –  

1. Emails: Broom control weekend from Stuart Wilson 

2. Casting for Recovery Victorian Great Getaway Raffle information 

3. VFFA magazine 

4. 2nd rate instalment from EGSC 

5. VFFA invitation to hear guest speakers from USA 25/11. (this information was 

emailed to all members) 

Colin Belfield moved that the correspondence be accepted. Seconded by Christie Arras. 

Carried. 

 

FISH REPORT –   Trevor Stow 6 fish in Cobungra all in good condition, Matt Cole fished 

Freeburg area and dropped fish of 4lb. Ovens fishing well. Matt Dalziel fished the Mitta and 

the Gibbo and caught a couple of small fish. Ian Currie a couple of fish in the Cobungra as did 

Phill Jones. John Scott fished the Cobungra on a few occasions and caught quite a few fish on 

both dries and nymphs. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS –     

Adrian Bond thanked previous club presidents and newsletter editors and announced his 

resignation as newsletter editor and subsequently departed the meeting. 

Jim Comber moved that the December meeting be cancelled and that the club conduct a 

January meeting 2nd Monday ie 13th January 2020. Seconded by Trevor Stow. Carried. 

Members were reminded that the broom control weekend was to be held this coming sat 

and Sunday with accommodation and meals provided but there was insufficient support. 

Trevor Stow gave members a rundown of the flies that will be auctioned on the 

presentation/breakup night. 

New Member Daryl Brew Moved by Christie Arras and Seconded by Colin Belfield  

 

 

 

LODGE REPORT. 

Mick spoke at length regarding the repositioning of the solar panels to face north so the 

battery can charge correctly. Require some quotations. Outside blinds require re-tensioning. 

 

MEMBERS DRAW 

Jeff Johnson 

Meeting closed 7.33 pm.  

 

Next Meeting 13th January 2020 at same venue. 

  



 

COMMITTEE 2019/2020      CALENDAR 2020  

 

PRESIDENT:     John Scott   0400 378 165        

johntrout@iinet.net.au  

 

Vice President Colin Belfield 0438 224 096 

colin@cwbairnsdale.com.au  

 

SECRETARY:    Phill Jones  0434610048 

omeo@dcsi.net.au   

 

TREASURER:    Ron Healey 5153 0180 

rajh1236@outlook.com  

 

EDITOR: Adrian Bond    0419 100 110 

bces2009@hotmail.com 

Executive 

Members 

Jim Comber  5155 3922   

jimbo227@bigpond.com   

 Ingomar Mathes 0427 535 461  

ingomar1@bigpond.net.au   

 Matt Cole 0418 396 161 

mattcole193@bigpond.com   

 John Roche  0487 048 767  

geashill.jr@gmail.com  

 

Delegate to 

CVFFC: 

Adrian Bond  

 

 

 

 

Please note that due to several 

public holidays in 2020 dates 

meeting dates have been adjusted 

accordingly. 

2020 

January 13th @ 7pm Bairnsdale 

Club 

February 10th @ 7pm Bairnsdale 

Club (NB 9th is Labour Day)  

March 16th @ 7pm Bairnsdale Club 

April 20th @ 7pm Bairnsdale Club 

(13th is Easter Monday) 

May 11@ 7pm Bairnsdale Club  

June 15 @ 7pm Bairnsdale Club 

(NB 8th is Queens birthday)  

July 13 Annual General meeting 

August 10th @ 7pm Bairnsdale 

Club 

September 14t@ 7pm Bairnsdale 

Club h  

November 9 @ 7pm Bairnsdale 

Club 

December 14 @ 7pm Bairnsdale 

Club 

 


